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Santa Claus is 
Coming to 

Bridgewater
Bridgewater 

Foods to Sponsor 
Christmas Parade
By now you know that 

Bridgewater Foods, with the help 
of many of their friends, will be 
sponsoring a Christmas parade on the 
morning of December 7th.  To date 
they have nearly 90 entrants taking 
part in the parade.

Last year, John Marklin and Lee 
Armbuster, owners of Bridgewater Foods Supermarket, celebrated 
the Christmas season with a small parade and Santa’s visit to the 
store.  The positive community response they received indicated 

that the Bridgewater area might be ready for a real 
Christmas parade.  So, that’s just what they’ve planned.  
John and Lee have truly been working all year building 
relationships with other businesses and civic groups to 
create something that should prove to be a lot of fun for 
both young and old.

On Saturday, December 7th at 10 a.m. the parade 
will start at Bridgewater Retirement Community on 
Second Street.  It continues to East College Street and 
turns right.  At Main Street it turns north and continues 
on our main thoroughfare ending up at the Bridgewater 
Foods lot.  You’ll see floats, marchers, music, dancers, 
antique cars, fire trucks, costumed characters and even 
Santa and his elves.  

But that isn’t the end of the day.  After the parade, 
Santa’s village will be set up on the Exxon Station 
parking lot.  Here children can get their picture taken 
with Santa.  Additionally, there will be a bounce house, 
music by the Bridgewater College Pep Band and Choir, 
and a host of elves to keep you entertained.  

First Christmas 
Parade Since 

1974
This year’s parade isn’t the first 

in Bridgewater’s history, but it’s 
been thirty-nine years since the last 
one.  

The record shows a Christmas 
parade in 1974, but it wasn’t as big 
as the one planned by Bridgewater 
Foods.  We know that back then 
community businesses donated $270 
to help fund the parade and that the 
Turner Ashby Marching Band won 
a $50 prize for first place in that 
category, but little else is recorded 
about the event.  Perhaps the annual 
parade disappeared because of 
declining interest or maybe it was 
just the stagnant economy of the 
1970s.  

So, the 2013 parade is a big 
event.  We hope everyone will take 
the time to see it.

Municipal Offices 
will be closed 
December 25th 

and January 1st.
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It’s hard to believe that twenty years have passed 
since the Department of Environmental Quality closed 
their Bridgewater office and moved to Harrisonburg.  
We regretted the loss then and still do today.  You 
might wonder why we’d mourn the loss of a state 
agency from within our border.  After all, they didn’t 
pay taxes or greatly add to the economic health of 
Bridgewater, so it must have been for other reasons.

It was.  Part of it may have been their proximity 
to us. For those of you not living in Bridgewater at 
that time, our Town Hall and DEQ were next door 
neighbors.  They were located in the building known 
today as The Crimson Inn and we were next door in 
the grey house that now serves as the office for the 
hotel.  

But there was another salient reason.  You have 
to remember that the 1970s began the rapid growth 
of the environmental movement in the United 
States.  Those of us in local government were often 
“behind the curve” when it came to understanding 
the changes in laws and regulations imposed upon 
us.  Over time it became obvious that a wealth of 
knowledge could be found within the walls housing 
our next door neighbor.  Over the twenty years they 

resided in Bridgewater it was not uncommon for our 
employees to walk next door to get a better grasp of 
the environmental issues we faced.  In every case we 
were welcomed by them and often left with a better 
comprehension of the issue in question.  

As time passed the relationship moved from 
purely business to one that included an element of 
friendship.  They were good neighbors and a vital 
part of our community.  Several of their employees 
lived in Bridgewater, which further contributed to the 
“hometown” feel at their office.

At one time or another we’ve dealt with every 
state agency.  Most of them are staffed by competent 
people who care about serving the public.  Some 
appear to have less skill, while others exhibit more.  
Perhaps the best in our memory was this special group 
of men and women who staffed the Bridgewater office 
of DEQ.  Under the leadership of Brad Chewning, 
Larry Simmons and others they became an efficient, 
helpful group of public servants.

It’s not too often that you hear compliments about 
government employees, but these people deserve our 
appreciation.

Front row from left to right:  Larry Hough, Jim Preston, Bev Carver, Jean Fulton, Ken Hinkle, Tedd 
Jett, Mac Sterrett, Jane Sheets, Olive Critzer, Sharon Foley, Greg Thomason, Steve Hetrick, Michele 
Titman.  Back row from left to right:  Susan Denlinger, Rob Vanlier, Dwight Sours, Kim Mullen, Brad 
Chewning, Ralph Bolgiano, Pat Humphreys, Bill Lorenz, Bill Kregloc, Tom Mizell, Bill Maddox, Rod 
Bodkin, Larry Simmons, Ray Tesh, Kemper Loyd. The late Chuck Auckerman was not present when 

this picture was taken.  Chuck was a Bridgewater resident as well as a DEQ employee.

Twenty Years Have Passed Since 
DEQ Left Bridgewater
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Christmas in 
Bridgewater

In the 19th Century most people living in Bridgewater 
and the surrounding area were struggling just to make 
ends meet.  The holidays were not as glamorous as 
Christmas cards and paintings portrayed them.  Some 
saw Christmas as “just another day”, but most families 
found a way to make it special.  There were small gifts, 
especially for the children, such as an orange, candy or 
books.  The lucky girl might get a new dress or for a boy 
it could be a pair of pants.  Times were tough, but they 
weren’t necessarily despondent.

Then, as now, church played an important part of the 
holiday season.  There were always Christmas programs during 
the season and many churches would host a service on December 
25th no matter which day of the week it was.

Some of the customs of the day have long disappeared.  One of them was called “belsnickling”.  The 
late John Heatwole described this practice in his booklet “Holidays and Pastimes”.  The custom likely 
originated in Germany or Switzerland and followed settlers from Europe when they arrived in the Valley.  
The belsnicklers would go from house to house during the holiday season dressed in disguise.  The idea 
behind the custom was to guess the identity of each one.  Sometimes the groups would sing and dance, 
but most just had a good time with the guessing.  After everyone had tried to figure out their identity the 

belsnickers would unmask and have refreshments provided by the host.

Another custom involved setting off firecrackers, or “squibs” as they 
were commonly called in those days, on Christmas Eve.  It became such 
a nuisance that localities, including Bridgewater, outlawed them.  The 
December 15, 1853 minutes of the Town Council record the following 
motion.  “No person or persons shall be allowed to fire or set off any 
crakers (sic), torpedoes, or make any explosion by these commonly called 
fire crakers (sic) in the Town of Bridgewater and any person so offending, 
they or their guardian, or masters shall pay the sum of fifty cents for each 
offense”.

As we moved into the 20th Century the holidays were probably like the 
one described by Wilma Casey Warren in her book “Bridgewater Stories”.  
A family friend brought them “the largest tree they ever had.”  Her mother 
put “greens over the front door and fireplace mantles and spent weeks 
baking cookies and fruitcakes.”

Even during the Great Depression the holidays were celebrated.  Long-
time resident Wade Bodkin still has his Christmas present from 1933 when 
he was only three years old.  In the picture to the left you’ll see Wade 
and his teddy bear, which was given to him during the lowest year of the 
Depression by his parents.

Even though times have changed, some customs haven’t.  We still give 
presents, enjoy meals with family and friends, and many attend special 
church services.  Whatever your custom, we hope you have a happy 
holiday season.

Wade Bodkin not only 
remembers his 1933 Christmas 
gift....he still has it!!  Although 

it shows wear and has been 
patched and repaired, this teddy 
bear that he received when only 

three years old still holds a 
special place in his heart.
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Holiday Schedule for Town Services

We will collect 
Christmas trees 

for disposal 
from December 

26th through 
January 10th.

Household trash will be picked 
up on Tuesday, Christmas 
Eve.  No vegetation will be 

collected on Christmas or New 
Year’s day.  Regular vegetation 

collection will resume on 
Wednesday, January 8th.

Town offices will be closed Christmas Day (December 25th) 
and New Year’s Day (January 1st).

What is the Rest 
of the Story?

We know their names, where they are buried and 
the days they died, but there must be so much more to 
this story.  If you read the Current on a regular basis, 
you know that we’ve used this newsletter to document 
local history.  Often we will ask the public to identify 
a picture or fill in the missing pieces of a story.  Once 
again, we are looking for help in setting the record 
straight.

There’s a small cemetery just south of Mt. Crawford 
at the intersection of Route 11 and Summit Church 
Road.  In it you’ll see the tombstones pictured to the 
left.  The intriguing part of the story is the dates shown 
for the death of Benjamin Weaver and his son Raymond 
Weaver.  Benjamin passed away on Thanksgiving Day, 
November 26, 1942, at the age of 70 while Raymond 
died three days later at a very young 26.  We can’t even 
imagine the grief Nettie Weaver went through losing 

her husband and son three days apart.  It’s easy to speculate that Benjamin died of natural causes 
and that Raymond, who is listed as “Sgt. Raymond H. Weaver” on his tombstone, died in battle 
during World War II.

That’s our guess, but is it correct?  Do any of you know the story behind this mystery?  If so, 
please email your comments to carleen@town.bridgewater.va.us or call us at 828-2478.
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Store owner, Lisa Nance invites the area residents to 
come in and browse through her shop.  She has much 
more to offer than flower arrangements and there are 

selections available to satisfy a variety of tastes.

Allie Kresky 
Completes Internship
Allie Kresky, a senior at James Madison University, joined the 

Bridgewater staff in early September serving a 240 hour internship.  
During her time with us she’s worked on a variety of projects and 
been exposed to every aspect of local government.  She’s spent 
time picking up trash, observing utility line repairs, riding with the 

police and working with the Department 
of Public Works.  One of her highlights 

was a presentation to the Town 
Council of the new Stormwater 
Management Regulations we face.

While she hopes to get a job 
in government administration 
when she graduates next June, 
Allie says she won’t be picky.  
“For me, the important thing 
is just to get a job.”  If Allie 

applies the same diligence and 
commitment she exhibited here, she 

will succeed.

118 Mt. Crawford Avenue
540-434-4475, option 4             www.mrlib.org

 
K-5 @ 4:00 p.m.:

December 3   Book Club for Kids
December 10    Legos Club
December 17    Crafty Kids

Toddler Story Times @ 10:15 a.m.:
Every Thursday

 Preschool Story Times @ 11:00 a.m.:
Every Thursday

NRL will be closed December 24, 25, 
26 and at 1:00 p.m. on December 31st 

and closed on January 1, 2014.

Look for North River 
Library and Friends 
in the Bridgewater 
Christmas Parade.
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Real Estate  

and  Personal 

Property Taxes 

due Thursday, 

December 5th

Bridgewater Home Weight Watchers    .........
Meets every Tuesday.  Weigh-in at 3:15 PM. 
Meeting, 3:30 PM.  For more information please 
call 828-2511.

Bridgewater Rotary Club   ....... Dinner/Business 
meeting every Tuesday at 6 PM, Maple Terrace, 
Bridgewater Retirement Community.

T.O.P.S. @ Bridgewater Presbyterian Church .
Every Tuesday from 6:15-7:30 PM.  Open to 
anyone interested in weight loss or weight 
management.  For more information please call 
Vickie Bland at 568-6539. 

North River Library Events  ............. See page 5
December 2  Bridgewater Ruritan Club  ....... 7 PM 

at Bridgewater United Methodist Church.
December 2  Bridgewater Rescue Squad Auxiliary 

6:30 PM at Bridgewater Rescue Squad building.  
Meets the first Monday of every month.  New 
members welcome.  For more information call 
828-3395. 

December 3  Congressman Goodlatte Open Door 
A representative from Congressman Goodlatte’s 
office will be available the first Tuesday of every 
month from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM in the Council 
Chambers of the Bridgewater Community Center 
or may be contacted at 885-3861.

December 3  Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Ladies 
Auxiliary......Meets the first Tuesday of every 
month at 7 PM at the Post home on Dry River Road. 

December 7  Massanutten Archeological Society  ..
Regular monthly meeting at Arey Hall in the 
Bridgewater Municipal building.  The public is 
invited to join us. For additional information, please 
see our website at http://www.mcasv.org or contact 
Kay Veith at vaveith@comcast.net or 540-564-0635. 

December 9  Bridgewater Family and Community 
Educators  7:30 PM.  Meets second Monday 
of every month at Arey Assembly Hall in the 
Bridgewater Community Center.  New members 
welcome.  For information contact Rosetta Harris, 
828-6273. 

December 10  Greater Ashby Business Council....
Noon at Bridgewater Volunteer Fire Company. 

December 18    Myers-Hodges V.F.W.  Post 8644 ....
  7 PM.  Regular meeting at Dry River Post.  Call 
828-0051 for further information.

December 23   Bridgewater Fire Company Ladies 
Auxiliary  . 7 PM at Bridgewater Fire Hall.  New 
members welcome.  Call 828-2035 for details.

Christmas and New Year’s Day ........... Town offices 
will be CLOSED.  Vegetation collection will resume 
on Wednesday, January 8th.


